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,' 

On 4 January 2007, the ;Minis.try of Foreign Affairs he_ld a br.ictfing f9r the 
,.,. , . . . . ,) . . 

Diplomatic Corps and International Organizations on the situation involving the bomb attacks 

, ,, , .. -~h~9h .. ~qqk,plac;e on 31 December. 2006 at ~ifferent locations in Bangkok. 
,. '·' ""· .·t. • ' T • • • -·;C· , 

Members of the Diplomatic Corps from 62 countries including 

·1 23,,Ambassadors.and_ 19 representatives,ft:om 14 International Organizati9ns w~rti briefed by 
• - . • . ' l ... ) • . ' ~ , \. 

,, . l~~rm~'Qel).t Secret;iry for For<?ign Affair$. Krjt _(}amjana-goonchom as well a~ .GeJ1<?f.~l Saprang 

, ... :-Xanl~ycµialllitr,and .General Anupo~g, P~ojin,gii, bQth Assistant C°.Illlll,and~~s.-in,-y~ief of the 
Royal Thai Army responsible for the security of the capital. , 

.. '} :'..: - f. :- . - ~ .. Following the meeting, Mr· Kitti Wasinondh, Spokesman of the Ministry of 

. ·i. Foi:e,igr;i.,Affairs, helq.a pr~ss confer~nce dyr.iltg which he proyiqed informa..:J:i,9,n ~rga.rding the 
- -~Qy:t:~g ,tJia.ttopk pJace.,gist is ~s fol~~ws: ~ . · . ,. ... '_ . · 

' • - • : .. : ~ f ~ •• 

1. The Permanent Secretary made the introduction to the gatµerjpg l?Y stressing 

the fact that there has been conflicting reports and speculations following the bombing 

... ipcjqel!t~. Itwa~ therefore desirable to set ~e, facts straight and to inform the international 

: ,c;owmunity of wh.at-the Royal Thai Governqien~ has done and inten~s to do. to ens.ure the safety 
. . . ' .. . . • - : ~; i ~ . ; 

·- . ·. and s.ecutjJy_ of.t4e Th.ai people and foreign;nationals who might.b~ ,af(ecteq. 
1 

;:; .. 

: :, ~; _;;:I ••{<: 
. ~ _.: r ,; , . . ; ~~ 

•· :! .:, -: r li ,.,- 'Y · 2, In connection with the.measures .taken by the Thai goyei:nrnent. tq ensure the 

safety of foreign tourists, the Permanent Secretary expressed his condolence~ to,,t4c:< 9 foreign 

national victims who were injured, two of whom are safe and yet remain in hospital care. 

3. Regarding the identity of the people behind the bom~ings,. the ·Permanent 

Secretary referred to the Prime Minister's words "the perpetrators of these attacks are people 

who. hqr_bcn~ . mglfce andil/ will towards the fQUntry. They aim to create political impact by 

: · {JJ.~tjga_ting r;z sense of political instability . .. These people are to be cgndemf)ed for. having no 
• • •' I 

regard to the lives and safety of Thai people. To disrupt the festive mood of,the.N<(JV Year 

celebrations with these cowardly acts of violence, their purpose was to demoralize and 
undermine the confidence of the people." 
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_ · 4 . . ,'J,'.he Permanent Secretary also informed the members of the Diplomatic Corps 

and the International Organizations that there were certain indicative factors which have led the 

. int~lligence ~gencies to certain preliminary suppositions that the series of incidents was caused 
, ,·~- b9 :~btip~\vh~'-fi~~~.'B6~n djspo~se;seci-'6ife'lt°'supplruited or lost out politically. The link with 

~1 !~,'.:.'lr~:;: h·~·; ;,_, .. _ 1. ' · . : , ,1,;, :i • :- . , ··. , . ,. . . ·' 

the sifiiation· ill ·ih1f Southern B<frder Province's Was· thought to be unlikely. 

5. The Permanent Secretary stressed that the preliminary supposition was based . 
on the assessment and analysis of intelligence, forensic and circumstantial evidence which 

have been gathered so far as well as certain prior information . 

. · .. :6. During the briefing, the Penn~ent S~cretar:Y outlinbd th~ measure's which 

have b~~n. t~en so far following close consultations with security agencies, including: 

- First, the Government has undertaken measures to alleviate the situation as 

mlich as: possible arid provitle reinedy•to those who have been injured and to the families of 

' lli'bse:wb'.o :have lost tlieir lives. · The Government would bear all the expenses for the medical 

'. ' d~t~ "Sftllcise' injured. Financial assistanc~, though modest, will alsci be extended fo·each of the 

victims. 

•; ··• · . · .. - Second, all security agencies have been instructed to beef up measures to 

ptevent and' deter further similar incidents. To enstire coordination, the Internal Security 

Operations Command (ISOC) has been asslgried as the focal pofut forteceiving information, 

keeping the public informed of the situation and supervising the operations of all security-
:' 'related agencies. 

: ~ ·•' ' . ; • j ! 

·l • . ·' '. 
- 'Third, the goveniinent is working to increase awareness and consciousness 

. · 60: the part cif all agencies and the pub lie generally. Here, the Ministry oflnterior has 

instructed the· authorities in all proviiices to boost security and to cfosely monitor and assess the 

situation. The public has also been asked to help by being vigilant and cooperating with 
-: '· · 1 :.1 seCUiity 'C>fficers:.:iii reporting suspicious· activities ·and objects to~the hotline which has been set 
·; - ' ' upiat-the Internal ·Security Operations Command . 

. :, 

- Fourth, the government will continue to keep the public informed on 

· · deve!Opments on tills case. 

· - Fifth, the government will continue to emphasize promoting national 

r~concilfatiori and im!ty. The bomb incidents will neither derail nor 'affect Thailand's pursuit 
·1. • 

.of national i:ec6nci1iation and politiCal reform as well 
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as the time line set out by the government. Following the establishment of the Con8tltution 

P,rnftj:~%Ass.<?mbly'"fr~e .\lndfair gener:al ele<it~ons will be held in 
. -~ ... 

i . 

the shortest possible timeframe. : ' 

7. Additional specific measures have also been taken, including: 
'. • •• io •• ; : ' • ~-·.·· ,· .. '; -~ : ' .' ,. 

'! 

Stepped'up security at airports; 

Increased secuticy personnel to safeguard public places, 
' . . 

'. 
including tourist attractions; 

·.'.:: .... - lncre~sed se~urity me~sures at Embassie~ in Bangkok, if 
,. . ~ ,, . . ·. ' 

requested; 

Enhanced efforts to gather intelligence; 

·- Greater use of close-circuit TVs; 

Establishment of emergency medical services. 

Encouraging the public to provide information and alert 

authorities. 

8. The Permanent Secretary also extended his appreciation to those 

governments and international organizations for their expression of solidarity and condolences 

with regard to the incidents on New Year's Eve. 

9. Mr. Kitti Wasinondh referred to some questions that were raised by the 
meeting during the briefing. 

- On the lifting of martial law, the Thai side reiterated that this process bas 

not been affected by these incidents. 

- On the results of the investigation, the information would be made public in 

due course once it is completed. 
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- . ,-·· . !.-•' 

..: oil prior knowledge .based on intelligence reports of the .iriciderits, the Thai 

side con.famed that it has received intelligence reports that some kind of public disruption 

would occur. However, there was no information on the specific· type of activity or the time · 

which, unfortunately, coincided with the festive season. 

- On the connection with the situation in the Southern Border Provinces, the· 

Thai side explained to the memb.er_s of the international corµmunity that although the two cases 

bore some similarities, the assessment and analysis of intelligence, forensic and circumstantial 

evidence pointed that no link can be established between the two situations. The kind of bombs 
~ ~· '. i ... . . -~) ' ' ' 

used in the south of Thailand were aimed for life destruction whereas the bombs used in 

Bangkok were aimed at public disruption and not meant to cause loss of lives . 
. . " ,.,, 

- On whether these incidents would have an effect on the constitution drafting 

process and the upc~ming elections, die Thal side clarified-that both processes would continue 

on schedule based on the timeline outlined by the current government. 

Press Division 

4 January 2007 


