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Small Hive Beetle Infestation Affecting Stingless bee Hives 
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1!l11!1'1muu 1 

The study of the small hive beetle infestation was conducted among stingless beekeepers in 

seven provinces of Thailand including Chiang Mai, Kamphaeng Phet, Chanthaburi, Trat, Samut 

Songkhram, Samut Sakhon, and Nakhon Pathom . The Data gained from the spread of the hive 

beetle infestation that destroyed stingless bee hives and the level of damage that occurred during the 

year were gathered using questionnaires, interviews and observation. Furthermore, some samples of 

the beetles were naturally collected for species identification. The results revealed that the hive beetle 

damaging Thai stingless bees was Epuraea sp. (Coleoptera:Nitidulidae). Besides, the outbreak of the 

beetles was discovered in three provinces: Kamphaeng Phet, Chanthaburi, and Trat with 26.67 

percent of the farmers found to have been damaged. In addition, the area mostly affected by the 

outbreak was Kongkwang Subdistrict, Makham District in Chanthaburi province. The total number of 

stingless bee hives damaged during 2008 to 2012 was approximately 3-50 percent. The hive beetle 

infestation was apparently found from April to September. The highest level of the infestation was 

appeared in the rainy season during August and September. 

Keywords: Epuraea sp., Small Hive beetle, Family Nitidulidae, Stingless bee Pests 
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Figure 2 Percentage of Damage Stingless Bee Hives from Small Hive Beetle Infestation 

in 2550-2555 at Makham District in Chanthaburi province 
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Figure 3 Injury Level of Stingless Bee Hives from Small Hive Beetle Infestation in year round 



mmnmuu1 

.d !"I .., :' ,t 
mim.n "D'.J Luiu.n:i-;i1nnTnurnu~"ll ehnrn .. 1-,1 (Figure 4-5) 

'U 

Figure 4 Damage Stingless Bee (Tetragonula pagdem) Hive 

Figure 5 Honey pots of Tetragonula pagdeni destroyed by Small Hive Beetle 
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Figure 6 The male of small hive beetle (Epuraea sp.) 

Figure 7 The female of small hive beetle (Epuraea sp.) 
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