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CITATION

FOR
MR. GUNNAR SEIDENFADEN
for His Honorary Doctor of Agricultural Technology Degree
in Plant Science

Mr. Gunnar Seidenfaden was born in Denmark in
1908. He graduated with a Master of Political Science,
Copenhagen University in 1940, and joined the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. During 1954-58, he was posted to Bangkok, first
as ambassador to several countries in the region and later
appointed as the Ambassador to Thailand. Moscow was the last
post that he served before returning to assume senior position
in the Ministry. Mr. Seidenfaden has represented his country in
numerous international committecs, notably as the Chairman of
the United Nations Economic Commission for European Trade

Committee.

Mr. Seidenfaden has a keen interest in botany and

plant science. As a young student he joined and led many



oc

botanical cxpeditions abroad, one of which brought him to
Thailand during 1934-35. His interest in Thai orchids brought
him back to more than 20 expeditions for orchid coilection
from all parts of Thailand during 1957-80. Mr. Seidenfaden has
demonstrated his excellence in the field of horticulture as
evidenced by the book and 35 articles on Thai orchid genera
that he has written, one of which is his wellknown title "The
Orchids of Thailand" which was co-authored by Professor Dr.
Tem Smitinand. These publications are invaluable references for
the identification and taxonomical studies on the improvement

and conservation of Thai orchid species.

With his distinguished academic excellence and his
contribution to the development of botany and plant science in
Thailand, the Maejo Institute of Agricultural Technology has
determined that Mr. Seidenfaden is a person worthy of the
privilege of being conferred, by Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, a degree of Honorary Doctor of
Agricultural Technology in Plant Science (Horticulture) so that
his honour be known to all and to the Maejo Institute of

Agricultural Technology.
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