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The Bibliographic Control of Theses and Research Reports in Thailand :
A Case Study of Library and Information Science

Bibliographic Database
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were (1) to study the academic libraries’ indexing work for the
thesis bibliographic control (2) to evaluate the efficiency of library databases by thesis retrieval
using subject field indexes and (3) to collect data and create a bibliographic database. Hypothesis
was that the efficiency of retrieving would be high level (70-79 point). Bibliographic data was
collected from databases of 10 academic libraries provided graduate programs in library science,
other 25 academic libraries and 2 research centers. The research tools were a form for gathering
thesis searching constructed by the researcher, the CDS/ISIS software and the Elib library
software. Data was analyzed by percentage. The results were as follows:

(1) Thesis bibliographic control: Six libraries created indexes for thesis retrieval by
subject field in their OPACs. Most popular index was “tag 710 University and subject field” as
author access. The rest (4 libraries) did not provide specific indexes for this searching type.
There were nine types of index errors found.

(2) Database quality: Efficiency of thesis retrieval using subject field indexes from 10
libraries comparing with the database created by the researcher was between 10.04 to 100.00 per
cent. The number of retrieved set was 1,275 : 1,992 titles or 64.00 per cent which was lower than
the hypothesis criteria. By searching from the Thailand digital collection database, the retrieved
set was 920 titles or 46.18 per cent comparing with 1,992 titles. This result was still lower than
the hypothesis criteria.

(3) Bibliographic collecting approach: The processes used to create the database were 1.
Data collected from thesis subject field indexes; Il. Data collected from some proper subject
headings and key words, university and subject field as author indexes, researcher names as
author indexes, and research collection browsing; IIl. Data collected from research center
databases. The LIS database consisted of 1,992 thesis reports and 1,066 research reports

(totaling 3,058 titles) was presented at http://202.28.109.101/elib/lis.htm.
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