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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) current tourism situations
of Mae Klang Luang village, Baan Luang Sub-district, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai
province 2) factors having relationships with the perception of impacts on Mae Klang
Luang community - based tourism; 3) a guideline for the management of impacts on
Mae Klang Luang community — based tourism. A set of questionnaires were used for
data collection administered with 81 household heads and a semi - structured
interview schedule was used for data collection administered with 14 committees of
the community-based tourism, 4 community leaders, and 5 private entrepreneurs in
the area. Obtained data were analyzed by using content analysis, descriptive
statistics, and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

Results of the study revealed that the situations of Mae Klang Luang
community — based tourism in 2014 has been growing in terms of a number of
tourists which reached 34.48 percent. In this respect, 55.52 percent were Thai tourists
and 44.48 percent were foreign tourists. The informants preferred to visit Mae Klang
Luang village during October - January and they mostly did not stay overnight there
but the rest stayed there for 2 days on average. Findings showed that occupation of
people in Mae Klang Luang village were also engaged in tourism. There were 14
committees of community based tourism and 71 group members. The group
members had different tasks to be responsible for the provision of tourism services.
Examples were community resort members, community homestay member, local
tour euide, tourist transportation service, and local arts/ culture performers. Aside
from this, there were 5 private resort entrepreneurs, 6 shop entrepreneur, 4 eatery

entrepreneurs, and 3 coffee shop entrepreneurs.
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Regarding products and services of the community-based tourism, it could be
categorized into 5 groups as follows: 1) 11 community resorts, 14 homestay services,
community tents accommodating 140 persons, and 43 private resorts; 2) 2 programs
of the natural study routes: Pa Dok Siew waterfall and Doi Hua Seua route; 3) tourist
transportation service; 4) arts and cultural of Karen ethnic group show; and 5)
community product i.e. unpolished rice, Karen woven cloth, and roasted Arabica
coffee seeds.

According an analysis of factors having positive relationships with the
informant perception on impacts of the community - based tourism, it was found
that there were 4 variables explaining the relationships. This included: 1)
expectations of tourism benefits; 2) age of the family head; 3) a number of family
members engaged in tourism; and 4) main occupation of family head. Findings
showed there was a moderate level of the perception on impacts of the community
based tourism (R = 0.627). This could explain the relationships for 39.30 percent with
a statistical significant level at 0.05 (R2 = 0.393, O < 0.05).

The following were guidelines for the management of impacts of Mae Klang
Luang community-based tourism: 1) Economic aspect - a household increased
income and fair income distribution should be promoted. 2) Social aspect - it should
have rules and regulation related to tourism business running of outsiders. 3) Cultural
aspect - this include local culture and tradition rehabilitation; potential
development of local people for the occurrence of learning, foreign language
communication, and local product selling. 4) Environmental aspect - this was in
terms of land use for tourism; structure building harmonicus to environment; and

problem solving an environmental pollutions.
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