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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to explore:1) socio-economic and agricultural
characteristics of farmers in Muang district, Mae Hong Son province; 2)organic fertilizer
adoption of the farmers ; and 3) factors effecting the organic fertilizer adoption of the farmers.
The sample group in this study consisted of 284 farmers growing nonotoxic rice by using oraanic
fertilizer obtained by simple random sampling based of that of Yamane . They were registered in
accordance with the registration report of Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives. A set of
interview schedules was used for data collection and analyzed by using the Statistical package.

Findings showed that almost two-thirds of the informants were male, 44 years
old on average and married. The informants tad 3.58 famil members on average. They earned an
income from rice selling for 64,356.89 bag\ht and other crops for 4,857.01 baht per year on
average. The informants had 3 household workforce and 12 rai of rice growing area on average.
Almost all of the informants had their own land and they had experience in rice growing fer
22.12 years on average. Almost all of the informants were members of an agricultural group and
most of them were members of a farmer group . The informants contacted government and
private extension workers for 2.49 times pre year on average. They perceived information about
organic fertilizer using in the rice field through radio most. Most of them used , manure most and
followed by green manure. Most of the informants purchased organic fertilizer and used it during
the soil preparation and rice growing periods. However they also used chemical fertilizer together
with organic fertilizer. It was found that the informants had a high level of knowledge and under

standing about organic fertilizer application.
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As a whole, the informants had a moderate level of organic fertilizer adoption in
all aspects: practice, estimatim, trial, interest, and perception, respectively. Regarding
a relationship between socio-economic fertilizer adoption, it was found that there was status
(married) of the informants and a level of organic fertilizer adoption in the stage of practice.
a relationship between There was a statistically significant relationship between the organic
fertilizer adoption and an income earned from rice growing being a member of a rice farmer group
in the stage of perception. There was a statistically significant relation ship between the organic
fertilizer adoption and a number of household workforce in the stages of perception estimation ,
and practice. There was a statistically significant relationship between the organic fertilizer
adoption and capital sources of the informants in the stage of trial. There was a statistically
significant relationship between the organic fertilizer adoption and organic fertilizer application
styles. There was a statistically significant relationship between the organic fertilizer adoption and
knowledge / understanding about organic fertilizer application in the stages of interest and
estimation. However, there was no statistically significant relationship between the organic
fertilizer adoption and the following factors; sex age, educational attainment, a number of family
members size of rice growing area land holding condition , agricultural experience, and extension

worker contact.



